
We have reached that time of the season where some of the older hounds find it a little more difficult to 
keep up with either the pace of a run or the rigors of a season.  The young entry start to put 2 and 2 togeth-
er, the light bulb goes off and they suddenly get it.  When that happens, they don’t get caught up in the 
thinking part of a young hounds life but rather they just hunt because it is now second nature.   

In light of this fact, we have four hounds deserving of a couch to see out their days in comfort.  Make no 
mistake, they are not simply going to stumble to the grand finish line, but rather have hearts of gold with 
love and appreciation to give over the next handful of years.  For the first time 
in their lives, the smells of the kitchen and the fluffiness of a pillow will out-
weigh their desire to hunt from dawn to dusk.   

First is Landslide.  He was born in 2013 and has contributed greatly to the suc-
cess of the pack over the years.  He has some aches and pains after hunting 

but doesn’t appear to be hindered when not hunting.   

Second is Bramble (2015).  Bramble is sweet and loving out-
side of the kennel and increasing opinionated in it.  The young 
bitches have gathered and determined they would be happy to see the old girl have a new 
opportunity.  Seriously, she is lovely and is simply not of the mind to hunt.   

 

Third is Nimble (2015).  This is admittedly my favorite for adoption.  If the Brown household 
had the room, she would be offered a couch in Reva.  She is the daughter of Nailer, who was without a 
doubt the sweetest hound we have ever had.  He spent the end of his days in our home and we were      
devastated when he was no more.  Nimble has the same qualities.  Give her a chance.  You can thank me 
later.   No picture at this time. 
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The Point to Point Races have been cancelled for 2021. 

The pandemic continues on.  We look forward to having the races in 2022. 

Fourth is Caroline.  She was drafted from Casanova Hunt.  She is a people oriented 

hound and loves attention.  She is also good with other dogs. 

Kennel Update from Michael Brown MFH and Jeff Woodall, Huntsman 

Please contact Jeff Woodall, 804-690-0398, if you have any interest in adopting a hound or 

know of someone who would be interested. 



Introducing RH Whippers-In 

In the last edition we introduced two of the whippers-in. Leaving the three old timers with RH (Barton, Vir-

ginia, and Laura. “ Whippers-in (or "Whips") are assistants to the huntsman. Their main job is to keep the 

pack together, especially to prevent the hounds from straying or 'rioting', which refers to the hunting of ani-

mals other than the hunted fox or trail line.  

Barton Hitchcock 

Foxhunting is an addiction for me.  I was introduced to foxhunting by my father when I was a young girl.  The 

Master at the Rapidan Hunt, invited me to hunt with them and I was hooked, even earning my colors when I 

still a junior member.  The Huntsman, Earl Yancey, taught me a lot about hunting and hound work since our 

fields were small.  He was so very patient with a young girl, answering many questions. 

Having to support myself as an adult came along and pressures of working and raising a family put hunting 

on the back burner, but not for long.  I would ride around the farm with my children when they were young.  

Then the opportunity came for me to foxhunt once again, but now with my daughter, Laura.  For years we 

hunted together in the field.  Then, once again opportunity came along, and I was able to whip-in. 

Whipping-in is a learned process.  I rode along with Michael, all the while asking questions and watching the 

hounds.   As my confidence grew, I would ride out by myself.  At that point, hunting became a whole new ex-

perience.  Hound work was paramount.  Patience and taking time to figure out where the fox or coyote 

might run were important so that I could stay up with the hounds.   

With this, came my interest in maps and engaging with landowners.  I loved to see on the maps, where we 

had been and why the fox might have run the way it did.  Also, many times out by myself, I would encounter 

the landowner.  It was an honor to talk with them, and hopefully express to them how much we appreciate 

their generosity of sharing their land.   

My main careers outside of hunting were lumber buying and horse insurance.  I have retired from lumber 

buying, but still do horse insurance.  I have found the main benefit of retirement is that I am in control of my 

time.  Before, it was a juggling act to combine working 

with hunting.   

I am so fortunate to have grown up foxhunting and 

enjoying horse and hound.  I am also so fortunate to 

be able to ride with my daughter and share such a 

wonderful experience with her. 

TALLY HO!! 

Barton on Zayne and Laura on Bishop 



 I was fortunate enough to have a pony from as early as I can remember.  By the time I reached the 6th grade, 
I was showing in the summer and foxhunting in the winter.  Fortunately for me, my mother grew up fox-
hunting and decided to introduced me to it..I think mostly because she wanted to get back to it.  I I quickly 
learned that many skills from the show ring applied to the hunt field as well.  As my show pony was quite 

keen and capable, my 20-meter circle was an effective tool to not pass the 
master.  I also learned new skills such as an effective pulley rein because, 
to be honest, I was run away with every hunt.  But, I loved the excitement 
of running and jumping.  I still do.  

My first experience whipping was as a junior during a junior meet.  I was 
asked to go out with Walter Burton and had a great time!  We ran and 
jumped and laughed and may have tried to gather in a house dog or 
two.  My next experience was as an adult.  I was riding a young horse for 
Charlie Brown.  When I wasn’t just trying to survive (Dan liked to leave a 
stride or two out when jumping behind.  And, keeping him contained be-
hind Virgil galloping downhill was, at times, interesting.), I picked Charlie’s 
brain about hunting.  Why were we going this way or that? Why weren’t 
we going directly to the hounds?  Why did they act or sound the way they 
did? 

I was then addicted to working with the hounds as a whipper-in.  Fortunately, I was eventually allowed to 
whip-in under the tutelage of huntsman, Michael Brown.  Michael was tolerant of my unlimited questions, 
ability to get lost, and steep learning curve.  Here I am years later, still loving to run and jump, and working 
with the hounds, just a bit more knowledgeable about hunting itself.  

When asked what I like most and least, there are several answers.  I have terrible fomo (fear of missing out) 

when I miss hunting due to work.  Unfortunately, my nursing job does require that I work some week-

ends.  When asked what I like the most, I have to say seeing a young hound have a great day and really learn 

their job.  I always enjoy a good run, listening to hounds and galloping along side them .  I also enjoy the rela-

tionship being alone gives me with my horse.   

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Laura Hitchcock 

Due to editor error, this picture of Shannon 

Brown was left out of the last issue.   



Growing up in the suburbs of Atlanta I learned to ride a horse at a little old lady’s house 
around the corner from us. Eventually I was able to have a horse of my own in a boarding fa-
cility where my friends and I spent most of our time riding bareback and terrorizing the seri-

ous equestrians. Expense and other interests pushed rid-
ing to the back burner until my senior year of high school. 
My mom took me over to Ireland in the summer of 1992 
where I was able to do some riding and made good 
friends which led to my working in a fox hunting yard the 
following winter. This was my first introduction to hunting 
and I was hooked.  We returned every season to visit and 
fox hunt until I started vet school in 1999.  Upon gradua-
tion in 2004 I got an internship placement in Char-
lottesville and moved to Culpeper the following year 
where I met Barton and Laura Hitchcock who introduced 
me to the Rappahannock Hunt. I realized that I had been 
fox hunting for years, but had not really been paying 
attention to the actual hunting, just the riding. I learned 

everything I know about hunting at Rappahannock and have enjoyed the process. I started 
whipping in about 10 years ago which is the most fun I have ever had hunting. There are so 
many moments that add up to the “why” I enjoy whipping... the pack is in full voice and I am 
riding right along side them is the most obvious, but seeing a young hound that I’ve raised 
“get it” and excel, or seeing the quarry break a cover and the pack follow and strike the line, 
or see the hounds give a huge effort on blank days, or just the quiet moments in the woods or 
on top of a mountain with my horse. I feel fortunate to be a part of Rappahannock Hunt, to 
have a relationship with the hounds and to be a part of their growth.   
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Virginia Rushing 

Visit 

the Rappahannock Hunt webpage  

Www.rappahannockhunt.com 

Juniors having fun.  We are so proud of 

our junior members who come out for a 

good time and are impeccably turned 

out. 

Job well done 


